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England.   Constance was for six months in Holloway
Gaol without trial.
At last the military authorities seem to have been
convinced that Conscription would not succeed, and
it was withdrawn.
In November of this year the Armistice was signed
and the World War ended, but there was no peace for
Ireland, nor were the prisoners released.
My brother had taken with him when he went to
Dublin the MS. of a small book of poems written by
Eva after Easter Week. It was accepted by the
publishers, and when it was issued in Dublin some
months later with the title Broken Glory it was marked
' Passed by the Censor, 1918.' Really there is no limit
to the odd things that Governments will do !
The General Election of December 1918 was carried
out in Ireland as in England under the New Register,
with women enfranchised. The old Irish Party was
wiped out and Sinn Fein triumphed at the polls.
Constance was returned as Member for St. Patrick's
Division of Dublin and thus became the first woman
M.P. She received a letter in Holloway, from Mr.
Lloyd George, the Prime Minister, exhorting her to be
present in the House of Commons on the opening day
of the coming important Session. It evidently was
sent to all M.P.s indiscriminately, for if there was one
person in England more determined than herself that
she should not be present, it was Mr. Lloyd George. I
believe she much enjoyed answering this letter. But
what an entirely ludicrous thing to send it. I suppose
institutions cannot be expected to have a sense of
humour. The only sign of Constance there ever was
in the House of Commons was a peg for coats with her
name inscribed below, which, I was told, appeared that
Session.
We did not see her in Holloway, unfortunately. She